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SUBJECT: THE LAOS CEASEFIRE - SEVENTH WEEK 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
REF: VIENTIANE 2550 

BEGIN SUMMARY. BOTH MILITARY AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN LAOS REMAINED 
AT LOW LEVELS DURING WEEK APRIL 6-12. 
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MIT, IT ARY: THERE WAS A SMATTERING OF MINOR INCIDENTS THROUGHOUT 
COUN- 
TRY, BUT ONLY THA VIANG AND THAKHEK WERE SUBJECTED TO HEAVY FIGHT- 
ING. CEASEFIRE INCIDENTS AVERAGED APPROX TWO MAJOR AND FIVE MINOR 
CLASHES AND SHELLINGS PER DAY. POLITICAL: WEEK WAS QUIET. LPF AND 
RLG NEGOTIATORS HAVE NARROWED DIFFERENCES ON DISTRIBUTION OF 
PORTFOLIOS IN NEW COALITION GOVT BUT REMAIN FAR APART ON MILITARY 
QUESTIONS. NEGOTIATIONS POSPONED UNTIL AFTER CELEBRATION OF LAO 
NEW YEAR ( APRIL 13-15) IS OVER. END SUMMARY. 

1. MILITARY: AIR AND GROUND ACTION DURING PERIOD APRIL 6- 1 2 CON- 
TINUED LIGHT THROUGHOUT LAOS WITH ONLY HOT SPOTS BEING CONTESTED 
AREAS SOUTHEAST OF PDJ NEAR THA VIANG AND AROUND THAKHEK. MISSION' S 
COUNT OF GROUND INCIDENTS INITIATED BY BOTH SIDES DURING PERIOD 

3-9 APRIL SHOWS 15 MAJOR AND 32 MINOR INCIDENTS. RLAF SORTIES 

AVERAGED SIX PER DAY AND FRIENDLY ARTILLERY EXPENDITURES WERE LOW, 
WITH EXCEPTION OF 608 ROUNDS 105 MM HOWITZER FIRED AT ENEMY IN 
HTHAKHEK AREA 9 APRIL IN RETALIATION FOR ENEMY ATTACK. CASUALTIES 
ON BOTH SIDES HAVE BEEN LOW THIS WEEK. AT END OF REPORTING PERIOD 
ENEMY ATTACKS IN VICINITY THA VIANG APPEARED TO BE INCREASING 
SIGNIFICANTLY. 

2. POLITICAL: LITTLE ACTUAL PROGRESS ACHIEVED. ALTHOUGH " WEEKLY" 
TUESDAY TALKS WERE CANCELLED FOR SECOND CONSECUTIVE WEEK, LPF 
NEGOTIATOR PHOUN SIPRASEUTH AND RLG NEGOTIATOR NGON SANANIKONE 
PRI 

VATELY REACHED PARTIAL AGREEMENT ON DIVISION OF PORTFOLIOS IN NEW 
COALITION GOVT THIS WEEK, ALTHOUGH ALLOCATION OF INTERIOR AND FIN- 
ANCE PORTFOLIOS IS STILL AT ISSUE. LPF ALSO INSISTING ON HOLDING 
DEPUTY PRIMIN SLOT. LPF REPRESENTATIVEHYOTH PHETRASY TOLD SENATOR 
BROOKE APRIL 6 THAT FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT MUST AWAIT 
RESOLUTION OF ALL OUTSTANDING POLITICAL AND MILITARY PROBLEMS. 

REAL PROBLEM IS OVER MILITARY PROTOCOL, WHEREIN LPF IS DEMANDING 
HERMETICALLY SEALED ZONE WHICH IS UNACCEPTABLE TO SOUVANNA 
BECAUSE 

OF HIS DESIRE TO PREVENT PARTITION OF LAOS. 

3. CELEBRATION OF LAO NEW YEAR APRIL 13-15 WILL BE MARKED BY GROUND 
CONVOY APRIL 14 TO LUANG PRABANG. PERSONNEL FROM FOUR EMBASSIES- 
AUSTRALIAN, UNITED STATES, FRENCH AND CAMBODIAN - WILL MAKE 
ROAD TRIP, INCLUDING AMBASSADORS FROM FIRST THREE. FOR FIRST 

TIME, LPF WILL PARTICIPATE IN NEW YEAR FESTIVITIES IN LUANG PRABANG 
AT ITS REQUEST. LAO INTERNAL TALKS ARE ON SHELF UNTIL CELEBRATION 
OF PI MAI HAS DISSIPATED COMPLETELY. 
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